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funa, but exercised the episcopal funclions of the province 
of York.' .,. 

Tlie Abbey of Lindisfame, a name famiuar to tbose of 
our readers who are acqaainted with Sir Walter Scott's 
" Marmion," was a very celebrated seat of learning in the 
ieventh century. For thirty years it was presided over by 
Irishmen, from St. Coluraba's school at lona— men of ear- 
nest piety and a missionary spirit, and whose labours are 
now generally admitted to have been the chief means of 
ipreading the knowledge of Christianity through the 
northern parts of England. Colman was the third abbot, 
and held the see from a.d. 661 to a.d. 664. He succeeded 
Finan, who was preceded by Aidan, the founder of the 
Abbey. The lives of these three Irish missionaries are most 
interesting, and posterity seem hardly to have done 
jostice to their memories. They were the last of the 
old Irish independent monks at Lindisfame, and suc- 
eeeded by a new order in connection with the See 
of Borne, who regarded them as schismatics, and took 
no interest in recording their virtues and their labonrs. 
" It is surprisingly strange," writes the historian Bapin, 
who, being a foreigner, may be regarded as an 
unprejudiced witness, " that the conversion of the Eng- 
lish should be ascribed to Austin, rafher than to Aidan, to 
finan, to Coliuan, to Diuma, and the other Scotch (i.e., 
Irish) monks, who undoubtedly laboured much more 
•bandantly than he. But here lies the case ; these last had 
not their orders from Borne, and, therefore, must not be 
allowed any share in the glory of this work." — History of 
England Vol I., Book 3. 

Bede, in his Ecclesiastical History, gives some interest- 
ing particulars in the lives of these illustrious Irishmen. 

When Oswald became king of Northumberland, about 
A..J>. 635, having been himself baptuied and taught the 
Christian religion among the Scots or Irish, he desired to 
liave a missionary to instruct his nibje'cts in the true faith, 
•nd with this object in view he sent to the celebrated 
«oUege at lona for a minister of the gospel. The rnlers 
of the Abbey there selected Aidan, a monk of lona, as a 
•nitable person, and ordained him bishop, and he imme- 
diately came into Northumberland, and selected Lindis- 
&me or Holy Island as the seat of his episcopal see. His 
•haracter is thus given by the venerable historian — " It 
was the highest commendation of bis doctrine with all men, 
that he taught no otherwise than he and his followers had 
lived. For he neither sought nor loved Auy thing of this 
world, but delighted in distributing immediately among 
ihe poor whatsoever was given him by the kings or rich 
men of the world. He was wont to traverse both town and 
•ountry on foot ; never on horseback, unless compelled by 
•ome urgent necessity ; and wherever in his way he saw any, 
either rich or poor, Be'invftfed,thein<;Tf infidels, to embrace 
the mystery of the faith; or, if they were believers, would 
ftrengthen them in the faith, and stir them up by words 
and actions to alms and good works. His course of life 
was so different from the slothfulness of our times, that all 
those who bore him company, whether they were shorn 
monks or laymen, were employed in meditation ; that is, 
either in reading the Scriptures or learning the psalms. 
This was the daily employment of himself and all that were 
with him, wheresoever they went." — Bede Ec. Hist., b. 3, 
c. 5. 

Here we have a picture of an Irish saint of the seventh 
century ; not like many teachers ofthe present day, setting 
his face against all reading of the Scriptures, as sinful or 
dangerous ; but making the study and teaching ^ the 
Bible the daily business of his life. 

The account we have of AWan's preaching is also in- 
teresting. When he came into Northumberland he spoke 
only Irish or Gtelic, and was unacquainted with Anglo- 
Saxon, the language of the natives ; and the good King 
Oswald himself frequently assisted in making his dis- 
courses intelligible to the hearers. 

"The King,'' Bede writes, "humbly and willingly in 
all cases giving ear to his adinonitions, industriously ap- 
plied himself to build and extend the Church of Christ in 
his kingdom ; wherein, when the bishop, who was not 
«kiirul in the English tongue, preached the gospel, it was 
most delightful to see the King himself interpreting the 
Word of God to his commanders and ministers ; for he 
had perfectly learned the language ofthe Scots (t.«., Irish) 
during his long banishment. From that time many of the 
Scots (Irish) came daily into Britain, and with great de- 
votion preached the word to those provinces of the English 
over which King Oswald reigned." (Bede, b. 3., c. 3.) 

The good Aidan, after holding the see of Lindisfame 
for 17 years, was succeeded by Bishop Finan, also an Irish 
monk from lona, of whom little is known but that he ap- 
pears to have been a devoted and successful missionary,* 
and at his death Colman was appointed, a.i>. 661. 

About this time a violent controversy arose in England- 
upon a subject in itself apparently of no great impor- 
tance — the proper mode of calculating Easter. The Irish 
ofthe northern provinces retained their ancient manner 
of computation, while the Christains of the southern dis- 

*» ** Upom tlie depanvre of Pftoliaus, the Church of York had no 
Mshop of tti owa for thirty yean; bnt the episcopal fanctionn of the 
-tolTloce were admiaistorea by the biahepa of the Chnrcti of Lindts- 
nnm^afUDtly, Aidao, Fjaaa, Colman, and Tada." Simeon of Dur- 
aani'a Letter, concemtDg ihe Arfbbiahopa of York.JEddiua Stephariui 
(Life of WiKrId, In Galea xt Scriptom), calli Culman " Metropollraa 
«ahop of York."— See Laoigau'i Ec. Hist., vol. », chap. XT., n. 107. 

< See PahiT'a Relifriun of the Aacitnt Irlib, e. 10, p. lU ; iIm Bede, 
^*,e.2l,i2,maiiH. 



tricts, which had been evangelized by Italian missionaries^ 
adopted the Roman usage. This led to many irregula- 
rities, and in particular at the court of Northumberland, 
it happened on one occasion when the King, following the 
Irish custom, was celebrating Easter day, the Queen, 
who was a southern princess, and her followers had only 
arrived at Falm Sunday. In order to put a stop to this 
irregularity, it was agreed that a synod should be held at 
Whitby Abbey, in Yorkshire, fur the purpose of deciding 
on the orthodox rite. At this celebrated conference, at 
which the two kings, Oswin and Alchfrid, presided in 
person, and the Abbess St. Hilda was present, Colman 
appeared as the chief supporter ofthe Irish system ; while 
a priest named Wilfred, Abbot of Bipon, a friend of Alch- 
frid, maintained the claims of the opposite party. We 
will not dwell upon the arguments made use of at this 
celebrated discussion ; they are to be found at length in 
Bede's history. It may suffice to say that the synod pro ■ 
nonnced against the Irish usage — a decision which so 
offended Colman that hcimmediatelyresignedhisbishopric 
and dignities at Lindisfame, and after a short sojourn at 
lona, retired a.d. 667, to Innisboffin, where he founded 
the abbey whose roins still exist. He is said also to have 
established a monastery at Ma}0, where he located those 
English monks who accompanied him from Lindisfame, 
bat he himself settled with his Irish followers at Innis- 
boffin, and is said to have resided chiefly there until liis 
death, wliich occurred on the 8th of August, in the year 
676.* 

Of his personal character, the venerable Bede writes as 
fblkiws: — "The place (Lindisfame) which he governed 
shows how frugal he and his predecessors were ; for there 
were very few houses besides the church found at their 
departure — indeed, no more than were bartly sufficient 
for their daily residence : they had also no money but 
cattle, for if they received any money from rich persons 
they immediately gave it to the poor, there lieing no need 
to gather money or provide houses for the entertainment of 
the great men of the world ; for such never resorted to the 
church excepttoprayandheartheWordof God. Theking 
himself, when opportunity offered, came only with five or 
six servants, and having pcribrmed his devotions in the 
church, departed. But if they happened to take a repast 
there, they were satisfied with only theplain and daily tbod 
ofthe brethren, and required no more ; for the whole care 
of those teachers was to serve God, not the world ; to 
feed the soul, and not the belly. For this reason the re- 
ligious habit was at that time in great veneration ; so 
that whegresoever any clergyman or monk happened to 
come he was joyfully received by all persons as God's 
servant'; ai)dif they chanced to meet him on the wity, 
tbegr,nu,to him, and, bowing, were glad to .be signed 
w;ithm9'btmd or ^bldesed'with bis month. Gre«t atu|i-< 
tion was also paid to their exhortiotu ; and on Sunoaya 
they flocked eagerly to the church, or to the monas- 
teries, not to feed their bodies, but to bear the Word of 
God ; and if any priest happened to come into a village, 
the inhabitants flocked together to hear from him the 
word of life ; for the priests and clergymen went into the 
village on no other account than to preach, baptize, visit 
the sick, and, in few words, to take care of souls ; and 
they were so firee fi:om worldly avarice, that none of 
them received lands or possessions for building monas- 
teries, unless they were compelled to do so by the tem- 
poral authorities ; which custom was for some time after 
observed in all the churches of the Northumbrians." — 
Bede, b. 3, c 26. 

Troly, io our old Irish monks was the word fulfilled, 
" the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them ; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose." (Isaiah, 85, 1.) But these men were considered 
schismatics* by the Church of Rome. Colman, at all 
events, appears to have had but little regard for the au- 
thority of the Pope. Bather than conform tatbe Boman 
usage, even in a matter non-essential and apparently un- 
impoEtant, he resigned his bishopric and dignities at 
Lindisfame, where be was universally respected and be- 
loved, and sought an independent position in a lonely 
Irish islnud. Surely there is a wide difference between 
the religious tenets of the present proprietor of Innis- 
boffin and those of its inhabitants in the seventh cen- 
tury ; for ourselves, we confess that we prefer to any 
modern religiotu inventions the principles of the good 
old Irish monks, who, independent of all foreign juris- 
diction, "practised such works of piety and charity as 
they could learn from the prophetical, evangelical, and 
apostolical writings" (Bede's character of the followers 
of St. Columba, b. 3, c. 4.) ; and we firmly believe that 
the inhabitants of this island can never be truly prosper- 
ous and happy ■' tmtil (as of old) Gods Word has free 
course and is glorified among them" (2 Thess. 3, 1). 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have received a lonp letter from Mr. E. Power, bat not in 
time/or ow pregent num&er. Wepurpotein$erting itinournext. 

To tkminuh the chance ofditappointnuifU, all teUert tkouUhe 
firvarded to the office tythejirttdav of the month. 

Cotttrilmtori of £1 per annum will be furnished with nxOajHti, 
onv (fvihieh unil befonoarded, at directed, to normnea of tht 
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The Cathouc Latham it regitteredfortrmumittiim byond 
the United Kingdom. 

' Lanixau > Kcc- Hill., vol. S, «h>*. U, 2. 

* See B«r. Rsben Klni'a Chiucb Hlilor} of InlaaiL TaL 1., p, Itl. 
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DUBLIN, NOVEMBER 19, 1857. 

The last number of the Dtiblin Review, the recog- 
nised organ of Cardinal Wiseman, contains an 
article on " Catholic Unity and English Parties," 
which we think not undeserving x>f attention. 

The following publications stand at the head of 
the article : — 1. A Pamphlet on the Future Unity 
of Christendom, by Ambrose Lisle Phillipps, 
Esq. 2. Church Parties, reprinted from the 
Union newspaper, London. 3. The Progress of 
the Church, a Sermon, by Frederick George Lee, 
S.C.L., F.S.A., London, 1857. 

Referring to the lost document, the Reviewer 
says (p. 193) :— 

" We have placed this gentleman's sermon at the head 
of our article, not for its intrinsic merits, which are 
small, but because, as Editor of the Union, he must be 
regarded as the leader of the forlorn hope of Tractarian- 
itm." (We confess we are not surprised at the admission 
which follows in p. 190). " For individual conversions 
from the ranks of Tractarianism we look with an assur- 
ance which increases every day, in proportion as the in- 
consistency of its party tactics and the dereliction of 
its party principles become more obvious. But that 
Tractarianism should mould the establishment, and 
through it the nation, is a thing of supreme impossi- 
bility, while the nation is composed of earnest, prac- 
tical men, and Tractarianism remains the mockery of its 
former self that we behold it. As a system, as a corpo- 
rate agent, the life is gone out of it. Men may call 
themselves by its name, and talk big about their "posi- 
tion" as its representatives, but the name no longer 
means what it did ten years ago, and the position has 
ceased to be, in any sense, a moral reality. The salt 
has lost its savour, and wherewith shall it be salted? 
It is good for nothing any more but to be cast out and 
trodden on by men. And this is. precisely the fate to 
which Tractarianism has come. Of all the strange 
delusions palmed off on Mr. Phillipps by his Anglican 
friends, we wonder most at Jtis notion Htfit the area 
of Tnictarian influence is extending. S^eeing, indeed. 
What that influence has become, ita spread would be a 
phenomenon more remarkabW in itself than consoling 
to a Catholic mind j but facts certainly give us no 
warrant for attributing to Englishmen a disposition to 
accept, in the season of its tottering decay, that system 
which they repudiated in the fulness of its youth and 
vigour. We have already pointed out how entirely its 
success has been confined to the higher ranks of society ; 
and the author of Church Parties fully endorses our re- 
mark by the broad confession that " twenty-five years 
of Tractarianism have floated like a breeze over the 
heads of the middle classes, and have scarcely made an 
impression on the poor." Turning even to the region of 
its comparative ascendancy, he expresses a " doubt if 
half-a-dozen Anglican chtirches have a doily celebra- 
tion," and complains that there are " but two churches 
in London, probably in England, where candles werf 
lighted at the mid-day celebration !" 

To us and all true Catholics, who 1ot« earnest 
and straightforward , things, and seek for unity, 
in God's own good time, not by compromise of 
principle on either side, but by the growth of 
that true Christian principle which will lead 
men lo seek and pray for " the unity ofthe spirit 
in the bond of peace," and bring them at last to 
unity of belief, when they have first learned how 
to discuss arguments and weigh evidence, without 
having their minds distorted by passion or pre- 
judice, hatred or ill-will, it is refreshing to hear, 
on authority like that of the Dublin Review, that 
there is to be no longer a sailing under false co- 
lours, and that the Roman Catholics of England 
repudiate all aid from such a quarter, even when 
backed up by the co-operation of so tried a friend 
as Mr. Ambrose Phillipps. 

" Meanwhile," continues the Reviewer, "if our words 
should reach the handful of Tractarians who have been 
induced to accept his theory, and who, therefore, instead 
of becoming Catholics, are endeavouring to delude them- 
selves with a dream of remaining in the Establishment 
' to work for Rome," we would earnestly implore them 
to examine their own consciences before God, and to sea 
whether they are not mistaking, utterly and fatally, 
the end for which He sent them into the world. Thia 
mission that they claiin— ' to work for Bome'— whence 
comes it, and who laid it on them ? . . . . Why shoultj 
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the world listen to these men ? Conscions rebels against I 
the aiithoirity they proclajni, -willing outcasts from the 
faitli they ]n««ch, where, i» the obedience that giTes 
reality to their design, or even the self-sacrifice that 
attests their own sincerity ? Let them go and sell all 
that they hare to bny the pearl of great price, and 
those who look on will begin to believe that at least 
they think they have found It. But of all things on the 
earth, this shallow, lifeless, unsustained pretension is the 
IjMtt to win respect from a pecq>ie with whom practice 
i^ the constant test of theory, and men's acts the 
taeaswe <rf the value of their creed. 'To work for 
IWme' is to submit to Rome ; let those who c^uestion it 
appeal to Rome her«eir (p. 204-5.) 

Having thns -vigorously extinguished the maud- 
lin feney of Mr. Frederick George Lee and his 
oolleagaes, that Rome and the Established Church 
rf Eflgland are each ready to meet one another 
itelf -way, and effect the devoutly to be wished for 
OOnsummation of «n»Vy, by each giving up a part 
of its creed (-which appears to be the fundamental 
principle of the Union, and -which we agree -with 
the Dublin Review is quite as false aud delusive 
-with regard to the Church of England as it ia 
with respect to that of Eome), the Eeviewer 
fu-oceeds to deal somewhat severely with Mr. 
Ambrose Phillipps, considering hia " position in 
the- Catholic body, and his services to the Catholic 
cause," or as he himself elsewhere describes them 
(jpage 203), " those labours of love and devotion 
■which, have endeared his name to all English Catho- 
Ubs." Mr. Phillipps had, no doubt, been guilty of 
a' heinous offence against the church of his adop- 
tion, for he actually had tiiie charity to suppose 
it po»sible that, in order to facilitate the desired 
union, Rome might come do-wn from her stilts, 
abi laying aside the tone of arrogance too gene- 
T^iOy adopted by her advocates and partizans, 
might condescend to treat the Anglican Church 
ak s body, which possibly might have some truth 
ott its side, and with whom it might be well to 
^scuss differences with a view to amicable arrang- 
tkent, in, a friendly convention, to be fallowed 
m by "calUng a general couHtdl to heal all 
draferences, and restore that unity for which all 
■wej» sighing.;" bat tite Beviewer dispels such 
^■eams by somewhat sternly reminding him of 
tl»* real character of the Church to which he be- 
longs, and to the judgment of which he formally 
jirofesses to submit himself. 
; "It -would be a misapprehension, complete and most 
d^corable, if any man should :be led by this pamphlet 
to imagine that a st^hool of opinion within the Church 
(«f Borne) has adopted the suiradal theory that she can 
tteat on equal terms with bodies external to herself. 
Oompiete in her o-wn personality, . . . she stands among 
oUier religious commnnities with everything to bestow, 
nothing to receive. In the world and in history there is 
oone to share her prerogative. .... She is alone and 
•df'Safflcing, asjhe journeys on throughtime, calling the 
nations, one and another, to her obedience. Her call is a 
lammons not to treat, but to surrender. It is the same 
to individuals and to communities; for communities 
outside her pale are nothing more to her than (^gtega- 
tfens of individual souls ; their organization is merely an 
ioternal economy of their own, unrecognized by her, 
and giving them no status in her eyes. She cannot 
a^mit a right to parley with her, founded on claims the 
-vtry assertion of which is treason against her supre- 
Itecy. She 8i<8 os a judge in her own controverst/, and 
tbeoaly pica she admits isa Confiteor, the only prayer she 
Ijetens to a Mimrere. If a practical question were to 
arise, therefore, about receiving into her communion 
some external body, e.ff., of Eastern schismatics or Eng- 
Ij^ Protestant dissenters, die would insist, in either 
Ottsc, , on dealing with the applicants entir^y according 
to her own view of their position, without the slightest 
regard to their opinions on the subject. Thus, on what- 
ever points she judged them to be heretical, she would 
rfequire them to abjure their heresy, whether they con- 
sidered themselves unorthodox or not; in whatever 
points of discipline she fot)nd tbem opposed to her own 
niactice, she would exact conformity, except so far as 
mc might give an indulgence out of mere grace. In 
cither words, she would treat them, from first to last, 
just as she treats an individual convert ; not repealing 
Ker law, but simply bringing them beneath its yoke ; 
rt>t changing the order of her life, but simply incorpo- 
riting them into it. So that ,to estimate at a given 
ijiomeht the probability of their union with her, we need 
tM attempt to gauge any fancied fluctuations in her 
waring towards them, but only to a«k what are their 
ojm dispositions ; how nearly they are ready to throw 
tnemsel-ves at her feet, -without condition or resertation, 



sim}dy accepting what (he daclaies, and renooaoiag wtet' i 
she CQBdemBS." p. 17&. 

This is, no doubt, a -very pretty specimen of : 
that grandiloquent bombast in which the advo- , 
eates of Borne are wont to indulge when they 
desire to " split the ears of the groundlings," and 
cover their real weakness in the world of argu- 
ment and manly discvtssion. Eome must " be 
judge of her own controversy," and " sit a Queen" 
and have no fellow, in her own imagination at 
least ; meanwhile, however, the great majority of 
the world vrith impunity reject her authority, 
and vnthout troubling themselves about her un- 
proved assumptions, take the liberty of judg- 
ing for themselves. It is easy and safie, however, 
to reject with arrogance overtures which have 
never been made, except by an amiaUe and 
unauthorised dreamer of their own communion ; 
and a single passage from Mr. PhiUipps* pamphlet 
will suffice to show, how utterly unpractical and. 
Visionary are that gendeman's imaginations. H« 
$eems to think that the whole civilized world 
consists of merely three or four sovereigns, the 
Bmperors of Bussia and France, the Queen of 
Great Britain, and the Pope, and as if in settling 
the religious bdief of the world the natitms bad 
nothing to do with the matter, but that the -whole , 
thing (though not, he admits, to be " done in a 
hurry") was quite to be hoped for and expected 
-within the period of his own lifetime. 

"In my opinion it would greatly oondnoe to the 
luccess of our great cause if some of the most learned 
di-vines of the Anglican Church would meet at Paris 
tome of the most learned of the Greek and I^atin theo- 
logians, and in concert with them lay down certain 
preliminaries that might serve as a basis for further 
operations. I have said at Paris, simply because that 
city is the head quarters of the Oriental Society already 
established by the Pope to efffect the general »©-union of 
Christendom, and because Paris is nearer to ourselves 
than Borne would be, and because it i« the great centre 
of 'Eoropean poUticB and Eurt^ieen civUizotion. Now, 
in proposing this suggestion, I vox quite.aware that no- 
thing ought tO'be done ina kvrry, uid thatif ever there 
wajS A question in leferenee to whic4i every step ought 
^o .b«, taken with the utmost caution, it is the one we 
pre diseussing. ^For 'Union to be lasting, every least 
point must be maturely weighed, and a psti^ot consent 
arrived at, not only l^the eedemastical superion on all 
(ides, but also, let me ei^haticiUly add, by the secular 
powers of Christendom alsa Nothing good can be 
brought about without the approval and ecMisent of the 
three greatest sovereigns of the frorld, the Emperor of 
Buaria, the Emperor of France, and tiie Queen of Great 
Britain; and, on the other hand, nothing must be done 
without the knowledge and approval of him whom 
all Ckristendom practically acknowledges as the great 
head of the Christian Church, our Holy father Fope 
Pius IX." 

We should like to see the face of the Emperor 
Alexander when first hearing of this practical 
exclusion of his IQO millions from the pale of 
Christendom, or the equally startling announce- 
ment that the Pope is practically acknowledged 
by them to be the great head of their Church I 
'Bat let us hear Mr. Phillipps out. 
! " My own conviction is, that a, prdUminaiy maetii^ 
»t Paris, of divines of the three great communions, 
would probably lead to what might end in the calting ol 
an CEcumcnicai Council. In my opinion, nothing but an 
CEcumenioal Council can possibly heal our differences 
and restMe them to that unity for which we are all 
sighing, and which altme can heal the disorders of the 
body p<kitic throughout the civilized earth ; and when 
1 say the civilized earth, let it be borne in mind, that 
the whole universe is being rapidby absorbed within the 
Control of the civilized states." (pp. 64, 65.) 

The Tablet treats this production somewhat 
more tenderly than the JhibUn Beniew, but «aik 
it a singtdar production ; the haUucinatiou^ in fact, 
of an estimate but mistaken gentleman, whose 
friends shonii take better care of him forthe future. 

" Mr. Pbillippis does not speak of the Anglican Church 
Or the English people as th^y are. but ^leculates on 
what would be possible and desirable, if they were what 
they are not. For ourselves and those who hold with, 
Us that the Anglican Church, in ita coi|)orate capacity, 
and the English people, asaaatioa, nMead ef approximii- 
ting to Catholicism, are receding further from its • - • and 
that the wonderfbl movement 'of ]83'3,' and its continu- 
ance, through which so many have beat rescued singly, 
have, during the last ten years, tSqrdei the strongest 
presumption that convereions are io be expected from 



individual co-operatien with IMvine grace, and nof IttM 
any movement of any corporation, it is nees^ieMHA 
say that we dissent from Mr. PMUipps* views. We 
regard them as the idiosyncraey of an estimable 'hit 
mistaken gentleman ; ajid while we believe, that very 
ftiw agree with him at present, we do not think that h6' 
pamphlet will bring any accession to their numbew." 

As to the Union, who»e Editor has been BO, 
well bandied by the Dublin Review, till our at- 
tention was called to it by the pamphlet of Mr* 
Phillipps, we confess we kne wlittle more of it than 
its exibtence ; and further acquaintance with ttit 
contents has fully satisfied us that neither ih» 
Churuh-of England nor that of Borne has much toi 
fear from such visionaries as Mr. Lee and Ws' 
associates. The whole periodical is, indeed, Si» 
ffteble and dreamy ; so utterly devoid erf distinct 
views upon any subject in controversy between- 
England and Borne — except, perhaps, the bo- 
premacy of the Pope, which it denie»— that it 
would scarcely have been worthy of notice, either 
in our pages or in those of the Dublin RevieVf 
buttbat it is not unlikely that it numbers amofiS' 
its supporters some few who, though they have 
not the manliness to surrender at discretion Xo- 
everything Papal authority demands, are what tbe 
DxtblitiReoiewer calls " working for Rome" — i^\ 
dishonestly struggling in the professed character 
of anti-Bomanists to assimilate the practice 6£ 
those under their intluence to that of Rome, 
We are too charitable to include Mr. Lee or his- 
associates in this disreputable party, and arc quite 
willing to believe that they are merely the dupes 
of an amiable monomania likethatof Mr. Phillipps: 
which. DO aaue man believes to have any faun* 
dation in probability or the reality of things; 
The principles on which the Union professes to 
have started (if dreamy generalities can be der- 
nomiitated principles) are thus Scribed in -•' 
recent number: — 

"Ab^efinihe three univenally received creeds; « 
trnsiFnl reverence for tbe ancient Catholic Fathers ap4 
Doctors; a -reference lac insirnction to 'Ae (Bcomentiiiil 
Councils of vndivided Christendom as Micatit^ the tut- 
erringMmd of the Chnreh before 'EiM -was separated frotit 
West ; a deep respect for the Trideatine decrees as r^A- 
seniing 8 considerable portion of tbe Westeru Cfanrch, ted 
well as for the Eastern Synods, as representing the Greeks ^ 
fltially, an appeal to a famre General Conncll, Which, in 
God's gooid time, shall assemble to gather up again (in«A 
and Canon, fimating traditions and uncertain tfgMiifu, 
faith and opinion, exaggerated ttatement and faraSt 
truth;, so that from themniight be sifted the divine dii- 
posit encrusted with human opinion tbrougli the visi|3A 
disnnion of Christendom, and once again shown forth to (1^ 
world in all iu perfection and beauty ; a Council wbJdl 
should reproclaim the changeless teacbing of the naivetMRt 
Cboreh of God, Greek and Latin, Englisb, ColonfatL 
American, and Bussian, once more united in truth ana 
peace, in faith and charity. These are the objective prin- 
ciples on which the Union was started" (23rd Uctob«s). 

How Mr. Lee can reconcile " the changeleflfr: 
teaching of the universal Church" with l^e 
" floating traditions and imcertain teaching, the 
exaggerated statements and partial truth" which 
need a future General Council to reproclaim trntb 
to the world, we shall not stop to inquire. If 
a di^osition to praise and adopt the views of 
all possible parties (except Protestants), howevw 
widely differing from himself or one another, wa» 
sufficient to induce all possible parties to agree 
with him, doubtless Mr. Frederick George Lee 
might be just the man to bring about the " con- 
summation devoutl} to be wished," and to convene 
and guide a General Council of all Christen- 
dom J Mr. F. G. Lee is, however, we believe, » 
very young man, and will soon find that he- 
inight as well expect the whole of Europe to 
jadopt exclusively the English langnage, or to 
regulate alt their multitudinous national an^ 
municipal affairs according to any novel an4 
chimerical standard which he might think fit to 
issue from the printing house of Messrs. Painter 
and Son in the Strand, as believe that tSk 
iCbristendom is likely to be converted to unily 
by soch "objective principles," or rather vncb 
jecCentric platitudes as those proclaimed by the 
i Union. 



